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was censored, so that it appeared that as a result of the
bombing of several towns the only casualties had been
a few chickens and the wounding of a rabbit! Unfortu-
nately I could not stop the message going to London,
because at that time the telephone staff at the Continental
Hotel themselves telephoned all messages abroad direct,
as soon as they had been censored. London newspapers
often received copy which was quite incomprehensible,
but for several months they were not allowed to tele-
phone to thek Paris offices for explanations, nor were
the Paris offices allowed to telephone to thek London
offices. Soon after this ban was lifted the Germans
bombed Amiens and Dieppe, and all telephonic com-
munication between Paris and London was cut off,
anyway. Nearly all the despatches were sent to London
by cable via New York. If and when a correspondent
had the good fortune to see or hear something of a battle
and rushed back in his car to Paris to send his despatch,
it was often two days before it could be passed by the
military censor. On the other hand, news about the
same battle was being given out every day by Colonel
Thomas to the Paris journalists, and could be cabled
straightaway by them through the civil censors* To-
wards the end of May the military censorship was
speeded up, but until that happened the world's press
was dependent for its war news, not on the war corre-
spondents, but on the Paris correspondents, who sat at
die feet of Colonel Thomas and were not allowed to
enter any of the military areas. This meant also that
one man, Colonel Thomas, was the source for all war